WSATA HALL OF FAME

The Washington State Athletic Trainers’ Association Awards Committee is pleased to announce the development of its very own Hall of Fame.  We have 6 very deserving members of our state who are recognized as the Hall’s Inaugural Members.
Gary Nicholson
For over forty years Gary Nicholson has been dedicated to the profession of Athletic Training.  His career started in baseball.  He initially worked in the Chicago Cubs minor league system.  However he quickly made his way to major league baseball as both an Assistant and Head Athletic Trainer for the Chicago Cubs organization.  He then moved on to the Seattle Mariners as the Head Athletic Trainer until he took a full time position at Pacific Lutheran University where he has resided for the past thirty years as the Head Athletic Trainer.  He has worked with and inspired many generations of athletes and ATC's.

Gary is known for being a servant warrior.  He never hesitates to assist anyone.  Throughout his career he has contributed immensely to his local community, students, student-athletes, and collegues.  He lends professionalism, integrity and inspiration to everything he is involved with.

While at PLU, Gary has been involved in a myraid of district service.  He chaired the Hall of Fame committee for a while and served as the local chair for the District 10 business meeting and clinical symposium.  He also was involved with the national certification examine as both an examiner and test proctor for many years.

Gary demonstrates his dedication to athletic training on a daily basis.  Athletes appreciate and benefit from Gary's understanding of new trends and techniques in sports medicine and trust his extensive experience increasing their quick and safe return to play.

DENNIS SEALEY
Our first inductee has had a number of different experiences that he has used to help shape the profession of athletic training.  He began his career as an assistant athletic trainer at the University of Washington in 1972.  The following year he returned to his home state and the University of Nebraska as an athletic trainer and instructor.  He then returned to the University of Washington as the Head Athletic Trainer in 1978 and remained as such for the next 22 years.  Since that time he has been a partner at Whitesel Physical Therapy in Kirkland.  

Our inductee has also served the state and district in various capacities.  He has headed the planning committee for the NATA convention when held in Seattle in 1982.  He has also served the NWATA for 6 years as Secretary/Treasurer and for 6 years as District President.  He has also served on the NATA Research and Education Foundation Board of Directors.  He has previously been acknowledged for his incredible contributions with the Most Distinguished Athletic Trainer Award in 1996 and the NATA 25-year award in 1997.  It gives the committee great pleasure to present Dennis Sealey as our first Inaugural Member of the Washington State Athletic Trainers’ Association Hall of Fame.

GARY SMITH
Our second Hall of Fame inductee has served as an athletic trainer for over 40 years.  He started his career as a high school athletic trainer in Hawaii and during his tenure there also served as the head athletic trainer for the East-West College All-Star games.

For the next 33 years he served as the head athletic trainer at Central Washington University where he also acted as an Associate Physical Education Professor.  Also during that time he participated as an athletic trainer for various international games and at the Olympic Training Center.  

Our inductee has also held various leadership roles throughout his tenure.  These include President of the NAIA Athletic trainers association, District 10 membership committee chair.

Of no small importance has been his role in educating and mentoring many years of student athletic trainers.  Former students and colleagues have said of him “Gary has accomplished a tremendous amount while giving selflessly and his time and expertise.  I have not met a more loyal individual” and “Gary meets and exceeds the longevity and success as a member of our profession”

In 1998 Gary was inducted into the Northwest Athletic Trainers’ Association Hall of Fame and it is my honor to recognize him as an inaugural member of the Washington State Athletic Trainers’ Association Hall of Fame today.  

ZEKE SCHULDT
Our third inductee is a man whose wealth of experiences is as far reaching as the stars.  He has dedicated his time to bettering the profession of athletic training in numerous ways.  Starting in his college days and continuing for the next 30 years he donated his time to state high school championship events and other significant local competitions including the World Fastpitch Championships, Women’s Olympic Marathon Trials and the Goodwill Games.  

He has been an author, co-author or presenter for over 20 educational forums in addition to educating over 35 years of student athletic trainers.  Our inductee has also been appointed to various developmental and advisory committees for medical groups and community programs over the course of the last twenty-five years.

In addition to these accomplishments, he has been recognized for his service to the University of Puget Sound.  Before his retirement in 2005, he served as the Head Athletic Trainer and Sports Medicine teaching specialist for 35 years.  He has received numerous service awards as well as being inducted into the Hall of Fame at the university.  

In 2002 he was inducted into the NWATA Hall of Fame for his many accomplishments and dedication to the profession and it gives me great pleasure to introduce Zeke Schuldt as one of our inaugural members of the Washington State Hall of Fame.

JIM WHITESEL
Our next inductee started his career in athletic training career as a student athletic trainer at the University of Washington.  He proceeded to spend 2 years as an assistant at WSU and while working on a Master’s at UW, served in his first head athletic trainer position at Seattle Pacific University.  This was followed by a long tenure with the Seattle Seahawks.  Even at that level, he was constantly striving to improve himself as an athletic trainer.  He valued his time with athletes and feels as though hands-on care is the most important time that can be spent with an athlete.  

According to those who know him best, he has been blessed with a curiosity to look at new products and invent ones that are useful in our profession.  He helped develop the “EDO” knee brace, MyoRx (an anti-oxidant, anti-inflammatory cream) and is also a major contributor with a portable ice unit called Precision Ice.  

After his 23 years in the NFL, he decided to pursue the private sector, opening Whitesel Pro Therapy in Kirkland.   For his contributions to the profession in these and many other ways, we would like to acknowledge Jim Whitesel as a member of the Washington State Athletic Trainers’ Association Hall of Fame.

BOB PETERSON
Athletic training in District 10 would not have had an origin of greatness if people like our next inductee were not a part of its growth.

He was a pioneer with the Great Lakes trainers of old and was an assistant at the University of California Berkley,  He also served as the Head Athletic Trainer at the University of Washington in the glory years of Rose Bowls under Jim Owens and retired a winner.  He is active the state of Washington and has helped make athletic training the profession that is has grown to be today.  He has been inducted into the NATA Hall of Fame.

Known by his athletes and professionals as “Pete the T”, Bob treated every athlete like they were his very own son or daughter and epitomized the love that everyone had for him.  

MARK SMAHA
Our next inductee is a nationally know athletic trainer with over 30 years of experience.  He has served in various capacities including service as Head Athletic Trainer at the University of Idaho and 21 years as the Director of Athletic Medicine at Washington State University until his retirement in 1999.  

He has also made significant contributions to the profession through his involvement with various committees over the course of the last 20+ years, most notably in his role as President of the National Athletic Trainers’ Association.  

He has dedicated a large amount of time over the course of the last 6 years as an inspirational speaker.  His unique life experiences, wit and charisma send motivating and spiritual messages to audiences both young and old.

For his incredible contributions to the profession he has been honored on numerous occasions, receiving the Most Distinguished Athletic Trainer award and induction into both the Northwest and National Athletic Trainers Hall of Fame and it is our privilege to now recognize Mark Smaha as a member of the Washington State Athletic Trainers Hall of Fame.

