WSATA EXCELLENCE IN SERVICE AWARDS 

The Excellence in Service award looks to recognize an athletic trainer within our state who exemplifies the morals and ideals set forth by the WSATA along with their leadership and involvement in organizations related to athletic training and those outside our profession.

2011 – Craig Bennett

This year’s recipient been a member the WSATA since 2005, and has been the Chair of the Fundraising Committee since 2009.  He organized the annual State Symposium last July, which was an incredible success in reintroducing the meeting.  The educational event brought approximately 100 ATCs from Washington State and Oregon.  Due to his incredible organization skills, he was been asked to be the local chair fort the 2012 Northwest Athletic Trainers’ Association Annual Meeting next year in Bellevue.  He spends his “free time” working as the Safety Director and Scheduling Coordinator of the Puyallup Cal Ripken baseball league.
His nominating ATC and colleagues were quoted as saying he is “constantly working to improve the way things are in athletic training at UPS – always looking for ways to make us better as athletic training, improve our effectiveness and give the best possible e care to our student athletes.”

This year’s recipient of 2011 Washington State Athletic Trainer’s Association Excellence in Service Award is Craig Bennett.   

2010 – Dana Gunter
This year’s recipient been a member of the Governmental Affairs Committee for WSATA since December 2007, and has been the Chair of that Committee since March of 2008. She has been the president of NWCVPR – NW Cardiovascular Pulmonary Rehabilitation Association.  

Her involvement in organizations outside of athletic training are to be commended, she is involved in Lake Youngs Elementary PTA and is a Volunteer Instructor for American Red Cross of King County.
Her nominating ATC was quoted as saying; she has served the state association generously, asking nothing in return for her dedication and long hours.  She has organized and directed the GAC with efficiency, commitment, and enthusiasm.  Her efforts and leadership have led to her nomination for the District GAC Chair position, which the NATA and District accepted and offered without concern.  
It is with great admiration that I present to Dana Gunther the 2010 Washington State Athletic Trainer’s Association Excellence in Service Award. 

2008 - Jill Allen 

I have been an active member of the WSATA acting as the secretary/treasurer since March of 2007. Since this time I have gotten to know Jill both as a friend and as a colleague. In January of 2007 I got to know Jill because she was the vice president of the WSATA and our association was making a big push toward licensure. Jill and I were in charge of contacting members of the association to get involved and contact their legislators. Jill did a lot of behind the scenes work in contacting by telephone and email individual members of our association to get involved. Her hard work paid off and many members of the WSATA who weren’t currently involved in legislative efforts came on board to help out because Jill just kept on pushing. She is fiery and energetic and gave 110% to helping our association in a time when motivation was needed. Since 2002 Jill has worked on our legislative efforts. She attended all legislative sessions pertaining to our bill (7-8 of them) and even testified on our behalf in a legislative committee in front of key representatives. Amongst all this she even met with her legislators in person and talked with them about the importance of licensure; one of those legislators became a co-sponsor on our bill. 

When Mike Coco stepped down as President, Jill was right there to keep things running smoothly. During her brief tenure as interim president Jill worked closely with the DOH on the rules writing of our licensure bill. 

Another thing I applaud Jill for is her tenacity, she doesn’t back down. When our lobbyist was negotiating his new contract with our association she came up with a plan and stuck to it. Our association was able to keep an excellent lobbyist at a reasonable fee much to her credit. Jill also helped write a grant that was accepted by the NATA for help in paying for our lobbyist. 

This write up is submitted by her friend and Colleague Jolene Fisher

2007 - Russ Richardson

Russell Richardson is a man with passion, integrity and the heart of a servant. Russ has dedicated his life’s work to promoting the profession of athletic training, in the classroom, and halfway around the world in Japan, and in the Washington State legislature. Russ was the Head Athletic Trainer at Whitworth College for many years before transitioning into the academic role of Program Director, which he has held for the last few years. He is deeply committed to the education of his students and the idea of broadening their undergraduate experience. The high quality reputation of Whitworth’s athletic training education program is a direct reflection of Russ’ dedication and passion for athletic training. 

As the director of the athletic training education program at Whitworth College, Russ would be the first to admit that the promotion of our profession should start at the grassroots level, in the classroom. He strives to provide a positive example of professionalism to his students and encourages his colleagues to do the same. Recently Russ served as a medical coordinator for the 2007 United States Figure Skating Championships in Spokane. 

Russ also does a tremendous job of promoting cultural diversity within our profession. Every other year he takes a group of students from Whitworth College to Japan for a multi-week educational tour. He attempts to broaden their experience with different medical philosophies and expose them to a different culture. On the off years, he coordinates the staff and students of Whitworth’s Athletic Training Program as hosts for groups of students from Japan providing similar exposure to our culture and practices of athletic training. As a result, strong relationships have been built and valuable experience gained for both American and Japanese students. Russ has worked tirelessly for many years and deserves recognition for his service to the profession of athletic training. 

Russ has played an integral role in the drive toward state regulation of athletic training in Washington. For the past few years Russ has spent numerous hours in travel, meetings, conference calls, negotiations and legislative hearings. He has spent an incredible amount of time and energy behind the scenes and has served as a great resource and champion for the athletic training profession. 

Russ’ level of involvement and incredible effort is largely unknown to the general population, and he would have it no other way. Russ serves as the Secretary/Treasurer for District 10 of the NATA and on the Governmental Affairs Committee for the Washington State Athletic Trainers Association. He does not do this for recognition. He serves because he believes in what certified athletic trainers and educators of athletic training students do. In his spare time, Russ serves as a site reviewer for the Joint Review Committee and has often been independently contracted to serve as a consultant for programs seeking accreditation. Many consider Russ the “go-to-guy” for questions related to the education of athletic training students. 

Submitted by Nominators Kasee Hildenbrand and Patti Davenport 

2006 - Dale Blair 

Dale Blair, the 2006 Washington State Athletic Trainer’s Association Excellence in Service Award winner, has spent 22 years as an athletic trainer holding positions such as the WSATA Executive Director and has been involved with eh NATA Secondary School Athletic Training Committee for 8 years both as a representative of the state of Washington and District 10.He has also been involved with the NWATA Scholarship Committee since 1988 giving us 18 years of his service.

His involvement in organizations outside of athletic training are as impressive as those within our profession.  He has been an organizer of the Special Olympic Games and is the faculty advisor for the Fellowship for Christian Athlete chapter at Wenatchee High School.  He helped co-found the Washington Vocational Sports Medicine Association in 1996 and has been involved since the beginning.  With his passion for secondary schools, he has worked as the Medical Staff Director for the WIAA state tournament for the past 22 years.

The nominee has worked to advance the athletic training profession with his involvement in over 30 presentations and 20 research articles.  The following excerpt is from his nomination application, “For 22 years, Dale has given himself, his true empathic character, and pioneering spirit to the profession of athletic training with the same compassion, sparkle and excessive energy level as he did when he became a Certified Athletic Trainer.”

